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FALL COLORS ISSUE

OLD RUSH

‘FAVORITE TIME OF YEAR’ | Mother
Nature spins her magic near Front
Range of Colorado’s mountains

BY ANME Z. CODKE

ESTES PARK, Colo. — As the
slnnting rays of Lhe gun algnal In-
dinn summer's lnst warm days, the
promize of change — another
school year, a new television season,
the presidentin] election — s in the
nle

But for Coloradoans 1ving near
the towering Front Range of the
Resiklees, autumn hasn't arrvived un-
Lil the bugling of the elk plerees the
valleys and Lhe Aspen groves turn
read and gl

I amzr? m:'nduw, near Rocky
Maounitain National Park, Uhe chang-
Iy of the colors starts in late Sep-
termber or early Octobor, after the
first erisp cold nlghts dust the car
windows with fresk The aspen
leaves slowly fade, changing from
pes-green to pale yellow, deep
pumpkin and bright searlet. The
sepzon is ghort, but here In Esbes
Park, gatesway Lo Uhe national park,
s Wl

“This l& my absolute fvorile tme
al vear” sabd my nelghbor, Mary
Emery Okdberg 1 love Lhe colors.
You ean drive just aboul amwhere
in this valléy and see the nspen |
pass them while I'm running er-
ruhcks.”

Theugth the prime viewing season
spans four Lo Mve weeks, ranging
||r|:.1\'|"|!'r|:' from enrly S::ptrml:n::r (FF)
late October, Lhe nspen grovees bing:
Inite color each on its own L, de-
pencling on the ehevatlon, anghe of
the sun and the temperature. As
with all things earthly, Mother Na-
ture determines when and where
thie follage reaches its Technivobor
best, andd Tow lomg B will last.

When friends from eut of town
ask me where to go, [ recommend
the Peak to Peak highway, a
hometown favorite. The road, 55

miles bong, starts west of Deaver in
Blackhowk and heads north ustll it
reaches Estes Park. A Colorado
State Seenbe and Historie Bywiny
thie road curves and twists as it
winds from valley to erest to valley,
skirting the feothills of the 13,000-
foot Indian Peaks and the Continen-
tal Divide, Whole hillsides here, eov-
ered with Nuttering aspen, glow red
and gold, a natural wonder [m-
proved only by the periedle appear-
ance of anow-elad peaks poking
over lower foothille

Allow twe haurs for the drive and
a third for a bit of slghtseeing alomg
the way, Stop In fenky Nederland, 2
hisvorie mining hamlet, for a qulek

Lour o1 a eup of collee. Stop again
after you pass Allenspark to snap
photes of 14 256-foot Longs Peak,
the best shots you'll #ver gl from a
readside. Looming up on the Jef, It
looks close enough o touch.

Where ean you l'x[n-nt. Lo si= ns-

T

“Everywhere in the park, but es-
prchally in riparian areas, along
ateams amnd springs.” sald Rocky
Muountaln Mational Park spokesper-
som Kyle Patterson. =You shoubd
ook for them In the Montane Hie-
zone between 7,600 feet and about
8,504 feed. In soane places in Col-
orade, large groves of aspen have
experfenced a sudden die-off,
caged by a diseaze ealled SAL -
Sndden Azpen Decline. Fortunately
we haven't seen [t herve In the na-
tlonal park.”

I youl plam Lo see vour fall follage
o what Patlerson ealls =a wind-
ghield tour” stop sl Rocky Moun-
tain National Park headquarters
amd visitors center sutside the
Estes Park entranoe and ask for d:-

SEE FALL, PAGE &C
reclions to the Old Fall River
Houd, the first romd to croas over
the Continental Divide to Grand
Lake. Now a ope-way road, It
switeh-backs up o near-vertieal
slupe Lo meet Lthe newer Trail
Hidre Road at the top

Turningg left on Teall Ridge
Road will take you hack to Estes
Park, and It just might be the
muast seonie roube you've over
driven. Savor it by taking the
time Lo park in every vista point,
including Many Parks Curve, for
spectacular views of aapen
groves in the meadows below,

To walk through the aspen,
Palterson sypests Chree tealls
starting from Bear Lake at the
foob of the Front Range peaks,

The easiest is s walk “most
prople never think of, but its o
bl forest and very mellow
terrain,” she aakd. This is the
Bear Lake to Spragus Lake trail,
a two-and-a-half-mile (it and
downhill walk Loa lower parking
lot, The second walk, the loop
trail from Bear Lake to Bierstadt
Lake and baek to the highway, is
sligghtly harder, with a halfmile of
uphill trail and three miles down-
hill. The longest hike is from
Hierstadt Lo Hallowell Park, o

walk of ahout six miles, much of

it through aspen forest,

HHawe you ever slood alone un-
der the aspen and listened to the
beautiful sound that millions of
moving aspen leaves makeT Pat-
tersen asked, “Its a soft futter-
ing 1 ean hardly deseribe and ot
Lerly peaceful”

Am unexpectod bonus for any
visitor to Bocky Mountain is the
opportunity for a selfguided
Ameriean wildlife zalad. Groster
and leaser mumbers of elk,
moose, mule decr, highorn sheep,
coyobes, mountain liens, bobeats,
besvver, marmols, ground souir-
rels, chipmunks and black bears
reside in the park, along witha
host of permanent and migratory
birds

Whay come in autumn? Thiz is
when the larger animals gracdu-
ally move from the cooler high
country down Lo probected mead-
o, closer to main rosds. But it
hazn't abways been this way

Bretween the late 18605, whien
hunters first discovered the
Estes Valley, and EQG, when the
national park was established,
mozat of the valley’s big game had
bessn shot, trapped or foresd out
af the lower valleys,

“Hy 1915, the elk were gone,
And the wolves and the grizzly
besers," Patterson sl “There
woubdn't be elk new, except that
thi: Estes Valley Improvement
Aszociation brought some in
from Yellowstone. By the 1540s,
Ehere were so many thisy hind to
cull them.”

Oiher animals also disap-
pesred or moved into more re-
mote valleys. When | was grow-
[ Ly W AEVET RW O0&E,
rarely sighted bighorn sheep and
only ecensfonnlly spotted beaver,
uzeally wt twiligght in the ponds at
Heaver Meadows. Later | was to
lesrm Chat Che importation of do-
mestic sheep caused the bighorn
Lo cheeline, Both species com-
peted for the aame food, and the
highorn had no resistance to the
disenses carvied by the domestic
mnimala

The saumee Lhing hoppsens today,
Patterson said, with the elk and
the beaver, Unehecked elk herds
are devouring the aspen and wil-

T that the beaver also need Lo
eat and to repair their dums.
Without ponds, they ean't sur-
e,

Hlack bears — creatures an-
swerahle only to man — are Lhe
one animal that prospers hand-
somely in and out of the park.

Despite the formidable ap-
pearamse of my rested metal
parbage hin, a determined back
hear turned it over twiee this
past summrer, defieately pleking
oul the edibles and seattering
the containers Not until we
ehained it shut did he finally
abandon the ¢ffort

Today it sits on the edge of the
lune, under the aspen Lrees,
whose leaves look just a bit paler
thamn they dic lazt week.

And the elk are bugling again,
the young mabes testing their
volees with tentative squeaks ns
they cross the bane and vanish
nrmong Lh ngpen,

Autumn, sweet and poignant,
isin the nin

Anne Z Cooke is a free-lance
writer nho divides her flme be-
fiween Colorado ard Coliforaio.

i) Copynghl 2008 The Chicago Sun Timas inc
Please tontact hio putdsher deccly lor foprinls,
Al Rights Nescrved



CHICAGO

UN-1IME

w 50¢ CITY & SUDURDS « $1 FLSEWIERE | LATE SPORTS FIXAL | SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2008 |suntimes.com | BRIGHT OXE | 77° 53* Page 30 Snail

L4

A matorkst drives along Guanella Pass in the Colorado Rockies, whese aspen trees take on a golden glow around this time of year. | @0 aorizso-ar o

n_?‘ § il L . =
A bugling elk s the arrival of fall in Estes Park, Colo. ELk herds dwin-

Pine bark beetles have turned trees red near the Grand Lake entrance to

Rocky Mountain National Park. | reoro countesy STEVE BAGGERTY died to low nu Inthe early 15003 thanks to hunters. | »»




IF YOU GO

GETTING THERE: Rocky
Mountain National Park and
Estes Park, the gateway town,
are northwest of Denver in the
Front Range of the Reckies. Fly
from Chicago to Denver Interna-
tional Alrport and rent a car for
the two-hour drive, From the air-
port, take I-25 north, and CO
Highway 66 and L1.5. 34 west o
Estes Park.

WHERE TO STAY IN ESTES:
The historic Stanley Hotel, a spa-
cious grande dame bullt in 1909,
owerloaks the town., s a brisk
walk from the downtown center.
Double rooms range from $143 to
$600; 333 E. Wonderview Ave.,
[970) 5T7-4000, wivw.stonley
harei.com. The YMCA of the Rock-
ies, founded in 1910 on 850
acres adjoining Rocky Mountain
Hational Park, has a restaurant,
snack shop, library, recreation
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center, auditorivm and daily ac-
tivities. Rustic cabins sleeping
four or more start at $114; (970)
586-3341. The Wildwood lnn, 3
rustic property on the Fall River,
has double raoms for two start-
ing at $156; 2801 Fall River
Road, (B66) S86-T025, wwines
teswildwooding,com. The Com-
fort Inn moted on Highway 34
outside town has double rooms
starting al $71.99 midweek;
1450 Big Thompson Ave., (970)
586-2358.

FALL FOLIAGE WEB SITES:
www.parks. stabe.co.us/fall
www.colorado.com/article2d
wiwachifflcom/Travelfcolorada-
folioge.htm
Wi pholofravel comySomple/to.
fail.htm
wiwwlripeort.comfusaeregions;
Epstern-Colorodo-Wyoming-
Rockies, Foll-Foliage.ospx
= o
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groves blaze into color each on its own time, depending on elevation, angle of the sun and t
POND COUMTESY SCOTT FOPE=-YMCA OF THE BOCEIES

mpera-
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Placing the perfect cast near Rocky Mountain National Park. | riomo
COURTESY MATT INDENWERVER MULTIMEDIA GROLIP

Bighorn sheep are just some of the animals to be spotted in the
Rockies during a self-guided American wildlife safari.
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NO SHORTAGE OF GREAT FALL DRIVES IN COLORADO’S ROCKIES

TRAIL RIDGE ROAD Calorada's greatest concentra-
Climbing to 12,183 feet, takea  tion of high peaks makes this

half day to admire the distant route a keeper, From Fairplay

ranges, lakes, gorges and fall tuern south and west to Antero

colors, Trail Ridge Road usually
closes by Late October. From

Juncttion. Continue scuth and
then nerth on LIS, 24 for a spec-

Estes Park, take LL5. Highway 34 tacular drive past the Collegiate
over Milner Pass and down to Peaks: Yale, Princeton, Harvard,
Grand Lake. Columbia and Oxford.
THE PEAK TO PEAK SCENIC FROM ANTONITO TO THE
AND HISTORIC BYWAY NEW MEXICO BORDER

A great drive along the Front fspen blaze amid low moun-
Range, with fall foliage, log cab-  tains and rushinﬁ:t;eams inthe
ins and snow-clad peaks. From Conejos River Valley of Rio
Denver, take LS. Highway & to Grand Ila_thmaﬂ Forest. Or leave
Golden and on to Blackhawk, €O Your €ar In Antonito and take a
Highway 119 to Nederland, CO “""""'}"P"F’E' . the Cumbres
Highway 72 to the intersection F"d Tm‘ﬂ:“m ': Ha'l“"?:d-
with €O High\l‘i‘f 7. and 7 west ram 1o, drive southwest
to Estes Park. on Highway 17. Backirack before

reaching the New Mexico border,

GEORGETOWN

This former mining Lown is
now a popular weekend destina-
tian with restored Victorians,
restaurants and galleries. Take |-
T west from Demver; exit at

Geargetown, Fall foliage clusters
along the route. For a longer
trip, follow the Guanelta

{next entry).

GUANELLA PASS SCENIC
AND HISTORIC BYWAY

& backcountry adventure
south of Geargetown, this drive
toward the town of Grant fotlows
a former burro trail, dimbing
south over the 11,669-fo01
Guansalla Pass, Look for fall fo-
liage on the bower slopes and
bighorn sheep on the uppers,
From Georgetown at [-70, follow
the road south and over the
pass, before returning to [-70.

SILVERTHORNE
TO KREMMLING

A favorite with Coboradoans,
this drive winds north from [-70
through ranch country, into pine
forests and mountainsides thick
with a From Kremmling
continue on .5, 40 to Grand
Lake and LS. 34 to Rocky
Mountain National Park, or re-
Lurn e 170, From Silverthorne
on 1-70 (near Dillon Reservair),
take CO Highway 9 north and
east to Kremmling.

TOP OF THE ROCKIES
SCENIC AND HISTORIC
BYWAY

This 115-mils loop boasts fall
foliage at every turn. From [-70
take CO Highway 91 and head
south to historic Leadville,
Continuing south, the roate
turns west at C0 Highway 82, to
Aspan. From here, the drive re-
turns to Leadville, then follows
CO Highway 24 northwest ta re-
jain 1-70.

HIGHWAY OF THE
FOURTEEMERS

The-:h:nglng aspen frees show
their color on Guanella Pass near
Georgetown, Colo, | e0 o
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