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ALL ABOARD: The Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad has been running between those southwest Colorado towns for more than 125 years, in more modern times hauling tourists.

ways Colorado can stun

Hike huge sand dunes or bike lung-bursting, white-knuckle trails. Kayak a
peaceful mountain lake. Drive hair-raising mountain roads with no
guardrail between you and dropoffs plunging hundreds of feet. Or even
ride through chilly mountain country in an open-air car behind a vintage

steam locomotive that dusts you with coal cinders.

TO SEE FIVE WAYS TO COLLECT YOUR OWN WOW MOMENTS, TURN TO PAGE 6.
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Wowed by Colorado

Story and photos by Phil Marty | TRIBUNE STAFF REPORTER

he aspen trees’ bright yellow leaves stood out among the dark
green pines surrounding them. “Cool,” I murmured to myself.
Then the sun slid out from behind the fluffy clouds and bang, it
was like someone had thrown a light switch. The bright yellow
leaves exploded into an almost blinding burst of glowing gold.

@& Mountain bike

Wow moment: The Lower
Loop Trail heading out of
Created Butto is ranked
“easy,"” as mountain bike
trails out here go. But then
you're flying down or strug-
gling up ono of its hilly soc-
tions on a 12- to 18-inch wide
single-track trall, dodging
rocks in the path, and you
notice that the outer edge of
the trail drops off n
straight down, promising a
nasty 20- to 30-foot plunge il
you slip up. It's not the time
to be rubbernecking. Save
that for when you stop to
catch your breath and mar-
vel at the aspen- and pine-
covered mountains rising
around you.

Where: Crested Butte,
sitting at nearly 9,000 feet in
the very mountainous west-
central part of the state
northwest of Gunnison, is
considered by many to be the
country's best mountain-
biking destination. Trails of
all skill lovels form a web
around the tiny, picturesque
onetime mining town. And
finding a trail often is as
easy as just crulsing the
streets to the edgo of town.
But trall maps are readily
available.

More wows: Given that so
much of Colorado is moun-
tainous and is public land,
finding mountain biking
tralls is as casy as . . . well,
falling off a bike. And find-

-. ing rental bikes is just as
easy. Road bikers are every-
where in Colorado, too, in-
cluding some interstates that
have bike lanes. Just bo suro
to pack an extra'set of lungs.
And, for the real gluttons for
punishment, there’s the Iron
Horse Bicycle Classic (May
24 this year) where cyclists
try (succoasfully) to boat the
steam train that runs from
Purango (elovation 6,600
faol) to Slvorton (9,300 foot).
Tho noarly 50-mile route
Hows over two 10,000-loot
passos ond, with ups and
downs, climbs 5,700 feet. Last
yomr's winner clocked in at
an amazing 2:19.52.

You should know: Try to
allow a fow duys to accllmate
to the higher altitudes. Your
l.x:-jy will thank you. And
don’t head out without somao
basle gear (and the smarts o
know how to use it): a spore
tube, pump, tire lover
tool, water, nutrition b
and cell phone (though boing
able to got coll orage lsn't
o glven). Yoeah, there can be
other bikers out thoro, but L
was out for a couple of hours
and saw only one person.

Information: Mountain
Bike Hall of Famo, 070-349-
G817, www.mitnbikehallof
fame.col ‘crested
butte.cfm; [ron Horse Bloy-
c:lu(,lnmlc H70-250-4821,

.com: Created Butio L oqlu!u\s
ﬁﬂﬂ 412—7310 Www.Crost
butte.org; Visit (..wswd
Dutte, www.visltcrestod
butte.com; Crosted Butie
Chambor of Commerce,

BOO-545-1505. www.crested
buttechamber.com.

@ Kayak
vtz Havl

Waow mome
unkn 1% not far off a h
sl

™ B
the shores and mountains
nearly overywhoers you look,
I feel ke I have my own
little plece of wildernoess.
Tho water's cold but not
frigid, as I walk my boat
away from shore boforo slip-
ping into it. And, it's a cli-
cho, but it really is cryatal
cloar Thore's a campground
hore, but on a weokday in
oarly Ootober it's ompty, and
only a fow fly fishormen
quiotly flog the wator: A soft
breozo; tho glint of sun on
the flat waters; p clouds
on tho robin's-ogg-blue sky,
and those mountains all
around. It docan’t got much
better than this.

Where: Haviland Lake is
less than 20 miles north of
Durango, of lighway
550, which stretches on up to
Silverton and Ouray and is
one of most spectacular
drives arou

» ofT
ko s T owas dreiv-
Il\ﬂ'l‘lﬂ“ and enough
¥ lakes :wu‘kmark the
utn guarantes more such
sorendipitous Minds. For thoe

“Wow!" 1 said, almost shouting.

It wasn’t the first—or last—time I used that word during almost two
weeks traveling around Colorado last fall. That's the kind of place it is.
Whether it's fall color time, winter, summer or spring, the wow moments
keep stopping you in your tracks.

Check out these five ways to collect your own wow moments.

more sir u(.l.ul ed k
hat with the folks
T

nothor Httle g
roundoed by mmlulnlin nnd
Twin Lakes, on Colorado
Highway 82, south of Load-
wville, though much largor,
offor the samoe mountain
sconory and look like a good
placo to dip a paddle. For the
more adventurous, the state
algo hag moro than onough
raging rivors to satiafy tho
whito-wator oro

You should know: Like
bikes, kayak rentals
shouldn’t be all that hard to
find in this state where out-
door gear stores are about ns
common as Starbucks in the
big city. And, on another
subject, of course you
wouldn't kayak without your
life jnckot, right? If you
dump your boat, that not-
frigid-but-atill-pretty-cold
water isn't whore you want
to be without Notation. And,
spoaking of ¢
ir you
know how t
knyak iC it ni It*s not
something you'd know intul-
tively, especially whon you're
hanging upside down in the
water), take a losson.

1.8, Forest
Ser vluu, www. s fed.us; Kay-
ak Online, www. kayak
online.com/colorado.html.

@& Hike

Wow moment: Though thoe
oarly Ootobor tomps wWore
warm and the day sunny, thoe
shaded parts of the rocky
trail up to Lake Haiyaha had
their challonges thanks to a
snowstorm oarlior in tho
wook whoso romnants had
turnoed to ico, inviting o spill
for tho carcloss hikor Tho
trail, modorately stoop in
spots, is a spur off tho popu-
lar trail that goos from tho
0,476 foot olovation Boar
Lako Trailhcad to Nymph,
Dream and l.momld Lakos.
And though they're rated as

‘casy.'” theso trails, which
total almost 6 miles round
trip, will still have flatland-
ors (like me) sucking air. Dut
the payolf is pretty little
lakes with water clear
enough to seo the rainbow
trout crulsing around. pine-
scont bl\ro&culnm.l. views of

Grand
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Ll O
Black l::anwn )
of the Gunnison
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WOWSE: 1. The Lower Loop Trall Is rated “easy™ for mountain
bikers. 2. The view from the kayak in Haviland Lake. 3. Hikers

tackle a dune at Great Sand Dunes National Park. 4. The view

through the moonroof WNLI: g::vlrl‘ the Keblor Pass Rond. 5.

the shot

1 parking.

prov hde

maore than 350

for hikors of all &
ore wows: Tt's

hard to not find & hiking

trail in much of Colorado.

rango & Slverton.

want to be caught by a snow-

HEUIMIer noon thunder-
storms. Get g frled by
lightning can put a real
orimp in your vacation. But
have fun out thore.

Great Sand Dunes
Park, north of Alamosa in
the south-contral part of tho
state, can got your heart
pumping as you slog up
650-foot-high High Duno or
50-!' t Stnr Duno. At Black

Nn!fonn]. Purk. north of Mon-
troso in the west-contral part
or the atate, you can tako the
high rond and hike along the
rim. Or the advonturors out
thore can explore the innex
canyon, but you'll n
wilderness-use permit.

You should know: Carrcy a
camera with you, regardleas
of whether you have a memo-
ry card (or film) in it. That
way you can stop often, act
like you're taking a photo
and instead catch your
breath withou
wimp. And don’t und

Rocky M,
tain Nationnl Park,
www.nps.gov/romo; Colora-
do 'l'burlsm. www.colorado

@ Drive

Wow moment: This is a
tough one, It scoms like ov-
ory timo I thought I'd scon
tho bost drive, I saw a now
boat one. Dut I'm going to
cast my vote for the Kebler
Pass Road, an unpaved two-
‘danc that heads west from
Crested Dutte. This road
isn't a nail-biter like some,
but for sheer beauty, it's
spectacular, meander lm:
through mile after mile of
aspen groves. With theic
guaking leaves and oye-
catching white bark, thoe
aspons seem Lo go on forever
And for a backdrop there's

nlﬂl nre n

¥
tnking the R'Ilulﬂn bus to thae
Bear Lake Trallhead bo-
cause of the trails’ popular-

rominder that the weathor
cnn go south roal fmst at high
olovations, nnd you don’t

ayE Lhose Snow-cap
peaks. I°d
surely hour
in and out of the car so much
it stretched to throeo, And I
could have lingored much
longor

Where: Crosted Butto,

northwest of Gunnison in

the west-central part of the
state, is pretty hard to got to
much of the year. Colorado
Highway 135 from Gunnison
is paved, but that’s about it,
and other roads leaving
town are apt to be closed in
the winter: Among thoso is
the Koebler Pass Road, which
goos up over the al-
most-10,000-foot pnss to Colo-
rado Highway 1

More wows: 'I"he Million
Dollar Highway—U.S. High-
way 550 between Ouray and
Silverton—might be namoed
for the million-dollar views.
Though I like to think it's
because whon you're driving
it, you're going to wish you'd
bought a million-dollar 1ifo
insurance policy. If you'ro
bothered the least littlo bit
by heights but revel in sheor
terror, this is your highway.
Heading south out of Ouray,
the two-lane road zigzags
toward 11,000-foot Red
Mountain Pass with no
shoulder; no guardrail and a
drop-off of hundreds of feot. I
had to pry my fingers from
the steering wheel at the top,
but, man, is it great. Also
notable: Highway 550 south
of Silverton, much of Colora-
do Highway 145 from Tellu-
ride south, Colorado High-
way 82 east of Aspen, the
road to 14,000-foot Mt. Evans
(top closed aflter Labor ']
west of Denver, the Old Fall
River Road and Trail Ridge
Road (12,183 feet at its high-
ost point) in Rocky Moun-
tain National Park and . . .
oh, it’s hard to go wrong in
much of the western part of
the state.

You should know: Don't
drink and drive. Don't gawk
(too much) and drive. Don't
be afraid to drive. Really.

Information: Colorado
Sconic Byways, www
colora org; Colo-
rado Department of Trans-
portation road reports,
www.cotrip.org.

@ Vintage train

Waw moment: Whon
vou'ro rkling in an open rail
Car. ¥ou can hear that trains
roolly do go clickety-clack as’
thoey scoot down the rack.
Also, on this train you occa-
sionally Inhale a big whiff of
the coal amoke blowing back
from the steam engine, and
your oyos might tear up
whon a smidge of coal nash

s in. But who cares?

That's all pact of the fun.
“The fall air is more than o
little crisp, nnd the sun is
roflocting off the river that's
rushing by one direction
while we rush the othor,
chugging into the past.
Wa'ro all aboard the Du-
rango & Sllverton Narrow
Gauge Rallroad, still rolling
aftcr more (than 125 years.

Where: The Durango &
Silverton runs -surprise—
betwoon Duringo and 1-
znrlnn in southweat Colora-

More wows: Colorado
have more sconic trains than
olso In the coun-
Nines, some vi
T

Narrow Gauge Railroad, Rio
Grande Sconic Kallway

You should know: T'ho
Durango & Silverton offors
lots of options —opon car,
closod car, ono-way, round-
lrig.. start in Durango, start

ilvorton .

Information: I)uranuo £
Silverton Narrow Gaugoe
Rnumd 877 m 4607,

com;
Pikos NnkT!nllwlw. 800-74C-
ATVD, www.cograllway.co
Roynl Gonm Roulo nnu.mnd.
-G748,

routmom. Cu.mbrva &
".I.\o:lloc Scenic Railvoad. 868-
280-2737. www.cumbrestol
tec.com: Georgetown Loop
Railroad, 888-456-6777,
www.georgetownlooprr.com:
Ski Traln. 303-296-4754.
www.skitraln.com: Leadville
& Southern Railroad, 8M
ABG-3936, www.leadvill
~traln.com:; Cripple (‘nmk &
Vi Narrow Gauge Rall-
rond, T19-6809-2040, www.crl
plecraskrallroad.com; Rio
Grande Scenic Rallway,

T TI6-T245, www.rlogrande
sconlcrallroad.com.

pamarty@tribune.com




