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A LETTER FROM MODERN ART TO THE
PEOPLE OF THE PHOENIX ART SCENE

Deor Phoanix,
Go to Danver
Thanks,

Modern Ast

EVERY TIME | RETURN FROM A TRIPTO
Europe, | get depressed. Not because |
miss walking or cool bars or beltter clothes
or mecung people from other parns of

tho world, but because the moment |

soe the woman in the bnght red straw
cowboy hat, bedazzied jpans, and Bebe
loe back at Sky Harbor, | realize | probably
should have stayved over there, In much
the samo way on a recent trip 1o Danver,

| witnessed an art scene that seemed
cohasive, part of the daily fabric, and

operating o is fullest potental, And 1t

kind of made me want 1o stay

To understand the art scene in Denver,
as an oulsider, i1s 10 not undorstand it
Thero's the ArtDistrict Santa Fe, which
s comparable 10 our 3rd Street and

Roosevelt arca but contered on a six-
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block-long stretch of road (Santa Fe
Stree

headquartered in that great stock of

1's 89 if our art s¢

W) Wore

buildings just east of 16th Street on
McDowell, There's RiNo (River North), a
scattared but divinely inspinng secuon

of town where artists have rehabbed old

wareghouses and industrial spaces - think

s, tmes 20, There's the

Bentley Proy
Daniol Libeskind-designed Denver Art
Museum —it's the anchor, and kind ol
comparable 10 our Phoenix Art Museum
but more dashing. Then there's the most
recent influx of energy, the Museum of
think SMoCA but less
curvy, begger, and not designed by

Contomporary Art

Will Bruder

Denveor's MCA was designed by
Javid Adjaye, whose London-based
firm, Adjyye Associates, 18 hoping lor
Gold LEED-certification, Over 50 percent
of the building’s extenior is a double
skin facade, composed of a tinted glass
curtain wall and an intenor of Monopan”,
a transiucent, honeycomb-hike compaosie
rocycled building material, Besidos

craatng a canty plenum that reducos

Denver Art Musoeb

cooling loads and serves as o release
chamber for exhaust air from the interior,
the double skin allows the building to

glow from within at night, iluminating the

corner of 15th and Delgany like a beacon

of modern design. There tochnically isn't
a front door to the simple rectangular

structure, i1°s entered through a kind of

ouldoor hallway, where visitors cheaeck in
at an open-air front desk, Insde, shvers ol
natural light pour across expansive white
walls and pull visitors in vanous directions,
eventually culminating at the rooftop
organic café where one of the best views
of downtown Denver can be had

The undisputed grande dame of the art
scene in Denver, though, is the Denvet
Art Museum, with its photogenic new
Hamulton wing unveiled in late 2006 and
designed by Daniel Libeskind., You've
hxely seen thes bullding published n &
thousand places. but the structure (and
tho collection within) s truly desarving of
1S naarly two years in the spothght. From
the extenor, the building s an abstraction
of Rocky Mountain peaks and geomaetric

rock crystals, Inside, an oxciting type of



vertigo awaits, There's no doubit the curators

have bean challenged to find a simple straight
vall on which 10 hang work, but meandernng
through the musoum feels ke explorng a
snow-capped cavem
different around every corner. Besides being in

thare's somothing

architecture that reflects the wild extenor, you'll
enjoy finding spots where angled walls work for
art and spots where they, well, don’t

For a more insider’'s art expenience, head 10
Santa Fe Street, where one by one, dealors,
entreprencurs, and arlists are rehabbing spaces
to form a centralized colloction of locally owned
galleres, restaurants, and shops The area holds
First Friday openings similar 10 other cities and
a Third Friday night aimed ot collectors, Thore's
an entire day’s worth of gallery jumping here, so
start at one of our favorntes, Habitat, and let fate
lead you from there

Minutes from ArnDsstrict Santa Fe is one of
Denver's greatest art secrets The Dikeou
Collection, curated by Devon Dikeou, This shy
but extremely connected ars advocate s the
publisher of Zing Magazine, an oversized and
somewhat underground publication that invites
artists to submit work for 16-page spreads
Dikeou's collection s located in over a dozen
rooms on the fifth floor of a non-descript office
banldang. You'll thunk you're in the wrong place
until the moment you encounter any one of the
cutting-edge contemporary works. They may
include gant, blow-up bunnies, doli-fdled planes
made of cardboard, a room filled almost to
the ceiling with wood, or life-size mannequins
crawling for their hives

The urban renewal continues in River North
(RiNo), where people like painter Tracy Weil
have targeted a healthy stock of warehouses
and industrial buildings. Weil has reworked an
existing bulding into a modern space where
sho can live. work, oxhibit, and entertain all at
once. She shows by appointment only, and
if you're lucky, she'll take you up the tower
for a spoctacular view of somewhat distant
downtown. It"s from thes tower that you may be
able 10 undersiand this scene — you know, the
one that's so hard to understand, As scattered
and all over the map as it may be, that's what
makes it 50 fun to explore, Thera's good art

averywnere you tum
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DETOUR

MEANWHILE, IN

S

HOTEL TEATRO
1100 14th St. Denver, CO
303.228.1100, hotelteatro.com

WHERE TO STAY

Modern architects seem to have a suth sense
for cool hotels, so0 when Hotel Teatro came
highly recommended from one of Phoenix’s
best, the room was bookod faster than you
can say “steel and glass.” This fully remodeled
historic 1ower is located steps from the Denver
Perlorming Arts Complex and s now outfitted
with glass-enclosed walk-in showers, soaking
tubs, sdk bed covorings. and an overall theme

Aro” means

ays on the hotel's name (°

“theator™ in takan) in a soft and sophisticated

way, The 110-room hot spot attracts busness
travelers who grab coffee and 10881 81 tho
on-property Kevin Taylor restaurant and arnt-
seeking travelers who want a touch of luxury
such as in-room holistx

during theair stay,

and spa treatments
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Cornorstons

LEAVE YOUR PRECONCEPTIONS OF
small mountam towns somowheore
along 125 as you take the hour

drive south from Denver to Colorado
Sprngs. What makes this day

trip so worthwhile? The Colorado
Springs Fine Arts Center, with its
new 48,000-square-foot, clean-kned
and open addition, Can Now Show
off it's dazziingly large collection

that focuses on 19th 10 21st-century
Amerncan and Hispanic/Natwve

A'H(" can an T’\f,’ new mMusaum was
designod by Dawvd Owen Tryba, a

t who learmed 10 nde his

local architex
bike as o child in the original 1936
built FAC parking lot. This museum’s
collection will have you repeatedly
Am | really in Colorado

asking,

Springs?!”™ On display now through
8] ]

July 5: “Life as a Legend: Marilyn

The s

Moneroe.” ow tokes a look at

the icomc | Qure :h'om,". the eyes ol

more than 65 artists

And as you road this, the Edith

Fine Arts Center (FAC)

Kinnoy Gaviord Cornerstone Arts

Conter (825 N. Cascade Ave)),

designed by Amaine Predock
should be undergoing its finishing

touches in tme for fall o

Upanon oy
students of now and performing arts,
ncluding dance, music, and theator
The structure atself 15 an anomaly to
the neighbonng histonc Colorado
College campus, with its sharp
angles and play of concrete, stoel,
and glass. Even within, teaching will
ke an intecdisciphnary approach,

affording students of the arts a

more avant-garde curnculum that

defies the more common collegiate
structure (stoy tuned 1o DL for a
follow-up story after the fall classes)
Comerstone will open this summaor
for a Music Festival before students
flood the gates, so i you want 10 see

the structure in action before fal

visit wwawy, coloradocoliege,edu and
search for the Summer Festival of the

Arts for a performance schedule
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ROCKMOUNT
RANCH WEAR
1626 Wazee St.
800.7.ROCKMO

rockmount.com

WHERE TO SHOP

It"'s dilficult for us to recommeond a Western
weoear shop, because those are fashion shackles
1ying 10 broak

Desert Living 15 not-s0-quietly

free from. But if you're going 10 buy a plaid,

double-pocked Waeastorn shirt with funky
butions. then ook no further than Rockmount
the folks who supplied the wardrobe for the
boys of Brokeback Mountain, Enc Clapton, Bob
hgures

Dylan, and hundreds of other pubix

(soe the list onkne). Don’t forget to say “hi™ to
the shop's owner, 106-year-old Jack Weil, who

still works there daly

5 WAYS THE DENVER MCA
IS ACHIEVING A GOLD
LEED CERTIFICATION

P Mitigato tho hoot island effect wath a

rooftop garden

P Eloctnicity purchased from 100 percent

wind power.

P No rafrigorants used in the evaporative

cooling system
P Hadant floor heating
P Admission discounts 1o visitors who use
public tronsportation for their visit
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ART STARTS HERE

DENVER ART MUSEUM
100 W. 14th Ave. Pkwy
720.865.5000
denverartmuseum.org

DIKEQOU COLLECTION

1615 California St., Ste. 515
(5th floor, corner of

16th & California stroets)
Hours 12-4 Fridays & by appt.
303.893.1414

dikeoucollection.org

HABITAT GALLERY & STUDIO
828 Santa Fe Dr.

303.534.9740; habitatgallery.com,
artsdistrictonsantafe.com

John Hickeniooper may be the
efected mayor of Denver, but Jack

Pappalardo is certainly the central

narvous systern for street level growth

As the pre

sicderyt of Artistnct Santa

Sante Fe Stroot
-

Feo. and owner of Habitat, Fappalavdo
s one of the city’s greatest champons

of urban renowal. Stop by and say MHi

MUSEO DE LAS AMERICAS
861 Santa Fe Dr.
303.571.4401; museo.org
One of the most thoughtful and

expertly curated spaces on Santa Fe

MUSEUM OF
CONTEMPORARY ART

1485 Delgany St
303.298,7564; mcadenver.org

TRANSLATIONS GALLERY
773 Santa Fe Dr,
303.629.0713
translationsgallery.com
On display: Greon: A Recycled

Art Show, July 18-September 13
Showng recyclod art in all mediums
durning Domocratic Convention in

Denver, August 25-28

WEILWORKS

3611 Chestnut Place

by appt only

303.308.9345; weilworks.com

FINE ARTS CENTER
30 W. Dale St.
Colorado Springs, CO
719.634.5581
csfineartscenter.org

For a move detaved kst of what we
experienced an owr recem tnp, sagn
o-blast, SCOOFP

before June 30 to receive our full

up for Desert Living's

tinerary in early July.



