Supporting Documents

2026 Pass Dates
Applications close at 5 PM MST.

2026 Interest Form Interest Form Pass Launch
Closes Approval

Winter Wonderland Sept 15, 2025 Oct 16, 2025 Nov 15, 2025
64 County Challenge Nov 10, 2025 Dec 11, 2025 Jan 15, 2026
Do Colorado Right Nov 10, 2025 Dec 11, 2025 Jan 15, 2026
Eat & Drink Local Dec 8, 2025 Jan 8, 2026 Feb 13, 2026
Colorado Wildlife Feb 9, 2026 March 12, 2026 Apr 15, 2026
Water Adventures Feb 9, 2026 March 12, 2026 Apr 15, 2026
Live Music March 9, 2026 April 9, 2026 May 15, 2026
Family Fun March 9, 2026 April 9, 2026 May 15, 2026
Summer March 9, 2026 April 9, 2026 May 15, 2026
250/150 Celebration March 9, 2026 May 14, 2026 Jun 15, 2026
Scenic Rides May 11, 2026 June 11, 2026 Jul 15, 2026
Arts & Culture May 11, 2026 June 11, 2026 Jul 15, 2026
Western Heritage May 11, 2026 June 11, 2026 Aug 15, 2026

*early due to

holiday
Mountain Towns July 13, 2026 August 13, 2026 Sep 15, 2026
Fall July 13, 2026 August 13, 2026 Sep 15, 2026

2026 Pass Descriptions

Winter Wonderland | Nov 25 - Mar 26
Highlighting family-friendly winter activities like sleigh rides, snowshoeing, scenic train rides, and
ice skating in charming Colorado towns.



64 County Challenge | Jan 25 - Dec 26
Encourage exploration of all 64 Colorado counties through events submitted by local DMOs and
chambers, spotlighting community pride and regional uniqueness.

Do Colorado Right | Jan - Dec 26
Support sustainable travel through GPS check-ins at EV chargers, bike rentals, visitor centers,
and transit-friendly businesses across Colorado.

Eat & Drink Local | Feb - Dec ‘26
Celebrate Colorado’s flavors with locally grown produce, craft beverages, farm-to-table dining,
and seasonal specialties like Palisade peaches.

Colorado Wildlife | Apr - Aug 26
Spotlight Colorado’s incredible biodiversity through birding trails, fishing and hunting
experiences, wildlife festivals, and state park exploration.

Water Adventures | Apr - Aug 26
Enjoy hot springs, aquatic adventures, water-side attractions, spas, and unique water-themed
destinations like night kayaking in Trinidad.

Live Music | May - Aug ‘26
Promote live music with GPS check-ins at outdoor venues, scenic concert spaces, and small
festivals across the state.

Family Fun | May - Aug 26
Showcase interactive, educational, and playful experiences perfect for kids and families of all
ages.

Summer | May - Aug ‘26
Celebrate summer by exploring the places that make Colorado special—from historic sites and
seasonal events to community favorites and outdoor adventures.

250/150 Celebration | June - Dec 26
Highlight Colorado’s history and heritage as part of the state’s sesquicentennial and America’s
250th, including special events, storytelling, and casinos.

Scenic Rides | Jul - Oct ‘26
Offers unforgettable ways to travel—train rides, scenic byways, bike rentals, gondolas,
horseback rides, and even hot air balloons.

Arts & Culture | July 26 - Evergreen
Celebrate Colorado’s creativity by showcasing art galleries, cultural centers, creative districts,
and immersive arts experiences.



Western Heritage | Aug ‘26 - Evergreen
Honor Colorado’s western legacy with experiences like rodeos, ghost towns, dude ranches,
Indigenous culture, and mining tours.

Mountain Towns | Sep - Nov 26
Feature mountain-town experiences like gondola rides, mountain coasters, local shops, unique
lodging and scenic views perfect for fall exploration.

Fall | Sep - Nov ‘26

Celebrate Colorado’s natural beauty in autumn with scenic drives, pumpkin patches, apple
picking, state parks, and fall colors.

Internal Scoring Example

All interested businesses and organizations must meet all mandatory fields for consideration:

Score
Criteria Points Available (Mandatory fields:
Yes = pass, No = reject)

Must be tourism-related + located in Mandatory
Colorado

Wi-Fi or Cell Service On-Site Mandatory
Staffing + Visitor-Ready Mandatory

Commitment to promotion on their channels | +1

Provides photos +1

Offers Incentive
- 1 point: any offer
- 2 points: industry standard (i.e. 10%
off)
- 3 points: exclusive offer, steep
discount

+1-3

Tie to History
- 3 points: integral to the area’s history
& the story of Colorado +1-3
- 2 points: clear and compelling
- 1 point: basic / indirect

TOTAL POINTS




Additional Consideration that can impact inclusion on final passport

- Customer Volume

- Price Range Variety

- Geographic Representation: Consideration will be given to ensuring businesses reflect
Colorado’s diverse regions and tourism offerings.
Ownership: Consideration will be given to ensuring businesses reflect Colorado’s
diverse communities.

Selection Process

Interest forms are first vetted through an internal compliance review to ensure they meet the
mandatory eligibility criteria and that all required materials have been submitted. Incomplete
or ineligible interest forms will be rejected. Mandatory criteria are:

Business must be tourism related

Business must be physically located located in Colorado

Businesses must have wi-fi or cell service on-site

Business must be visitor ready (i.e. regular, posted hours of operation; fully staffed)
Businesses cannot submit via paper forms only through the Business Interest Form

Eligible business requests will be reviewed and selections will be based on merit, available
spots, and final Commission approval.

The interest forms will be evaluated on these merit-based criteria:

Promotion - commitment to promote the passport program on own channels

Visuals - ability to provide promotional photos

Incentive Offers - level of incentive offered

Ties to History - strength of the business ties to the history of the area and the story of
Colorado

e Longevity - ability to operate for at least 75% of the passport’s duration (e.g., if the
Summer Passport runs May-August, the business or event must be open for at least 3 of
the 4 months; events may participate through the events page: Event Submission)

The America 250 - Colorado 150 Commission reserves the right to select and approve
businesses which best meet the objectives and requirements of the passport program and
demonstrate the greatest potential to meet program goals and objectives.

Reviewers will prioritize the following:

e Geographic Representation: Consideration will be given to ensuring businesses reflect
Colorado’s diverse regions and tourism offerings.

e Customer Volume: Consideration will be given to the number of patrons who frequent
the business


https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8204434/V2-America-250-Colorado-150-Statewide-Events-copy?_gl=1*2pqhaj*_gcl_au*MTcwODU0MzcyLjE3NzE0NDgxMDc.*_ga*NDIwMzc1Nzk5LjE3NjI0NjQ3NTA.*_ga_9M5D958EFX*czE3NzIxNDQ1MDEkbzE0JGcwJHQxNzcyMTQ0NTAxJGo2MCRsMCRoMA..

e Price Point Variety: Consideration will be given to ensuring businesses represent a
variety of price points to cater to visitors/different customer segments with varying
budgets and needs

e Consideration will be given to ensuring businesses reflect Colorado’s diverse
communities.

e Consideration will be given to businesses whose products, services, or experiences
clearly support and enhance the theme and purpose of each passport.

Other businesses may be included at the discretion of the committee, informed by feedback
from the industry, sponsors, communities, and the commission, to maximize engagement and
strengthen the overall impact of the program.
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